
 

A regular meeting of the Village of Liverpool Board of Trustees was held on Monday, June 15
th
,  2015 at 

7:00 PM at 310 Sycamore Street, Liverpool, NY 

 
Present: Gary White   Mayor 
  Nick Kochan   Deputy Mayor  
  Jim Rosier   Trustee 
  Dennis Hebert  Trustee 
  Robert Gaetano  Trustee 
  John Langey    Attorney 
  Mary Ellen Sims  Village Clerk  
 
          
Mayor White called the meeting to order at 7:00  PM and all those present joined in the pledge of 
allegiance. 
 
Residents wishing to speak 
Pam Carey, Cypress Street, asked to speak to the board regarding statements made by Trustee 
Gaetano and Trustee Hebert regarding the lift gate. She quoted as follows: the lift gate is a waste of 
money but he will not stand in the way of it being approved.” She asked why, if he didn’t want the lift gate, 
why he would approve it. Trustee Hebert stated that he felt that the lift gate was a waste of money and 
that it was his personal feeling but that he would do what the residents wanted. 
 
Christine Fadden Fitch, commented that she feels that the gate would be perceived as a Barrier into the 
Village and that it is not a welcoming message. She commented that perhaps there is a way to balance 
the issue and not make it look like we are keeping people out of the Village when they try to enter from 
the park trail. 
 
Presentation of Liverpool PBA Officer of the Year Award 2014 to Officer Unger 
 
Chief Morris presented Officer Unger with the “ Liverpool PBA Officer of the Year Award.” Chief Morris 
stated “ Officer Unger’s statistics are impressive but I am certain that is not the main reason why Jerry 
was selected for this award. The Liverpool Police Department Officer of the Year is a unique award. The 
award is presented by the members of the Liverpool PBA. The officer is chosen by their peers. Jerry is a 
very dedicated officer. He takes pride in his work. He is always available to assist other members of the 
department and is respected by our members and the community he serves. Jerry is utilizing his position 
as a Police Instructor to better our department and other Central NY police agencies. We are fortunate to 
have Officer Unger as a member of the Liverpool PD. “  
 
Officer Unger was also nominated by the Liverpool Elks Club as “ Liverpool elks Officer of the Year 
Award.  
 
Presentation of Plaque to Trustee Gaetano 
Mayor White presented a plaque to Trustee Robert Gaetano for his 6 years of service as a Trustee of the 
Village of Liverpool Board. Tonight is Trustee Gaetano’s last meeting. Mayor White stated that he will be 
missed and thanked him for his years of service.  
 
Trustee Gaetano stated that is was an honor working with the Village board.  
 
Recurrent Flooding on Pearl & Salina Streets 
The Village received a letter form Jerry Dwyer on Monday June 15

th
 regarding the recurrent flooding on 

Pearl & Salina Streets. The letter states that over the last few years the problems with the storm drains 
have progressively gotten worse. The drains are now fully plugged. As the catch basins back up the 
Young & Franklin Inc. employee parking lot quickly floods making for an unsafe and extremely annoying 
situation.  
 



 

Bill Asmus and Village Engineer Greg Sgromo looked at the area and determined that the Village is 
responsible for fixing this drainage problem. It will be reviewed further with possible mitigation 
suggestions. 
 
NYCOM 2% Tax Cap  
Village Clerk Sims will contact the Monitoring and Analysis Unit for the State Comptroller’s Office 
regarding the tax levy limit and assessed values. 
 
 
Local Law # 4 – 2011 
This local law was passed in 2011. It was a local law to impose a Moratorium on Applications for and 
actions on site plans, use variances, area variances and special use permits relating to professional 
residential offices in the Village of Liverpool. 
 
There was an error in the definition of Professional Residential Office that needs to be corrected. 
Currently, the definition states” Professional Residential Office- A residential structure that may or may 
not be owner- occupied containing the office of a health-care practitioner, architect, engineer, accountant, 
attorney, or other similar profession.  
 
Attorney Langey will prepare the introduction to a local law regarding this change at the next meeting. 
The Village Board will set a public hearing for the meeting in August. 
 
Update DOT Grant – Johnson Park 
Mayor White explained that the Village applied for a grant for some work to be done in Johnson Park. The 
original grant application outlined work for a total of approximately $ 257,000. The Village received 
unofficial news that we would receive $ 40,000 for improvements to the Park. The Village is looking at the 
best possible use of the money. Possible cover over the stage, fountain and or gazebo work is being 
discussed. 
 
Save the Rain Grant  
The Village of Liverpool received a grant in the amount of $ 87,000 from the Green Infrastructure 
Program. The money has not been received to date, due to the fact that the trees have not been planted. 
Bill Asmus will plant the trees and then the Village can apply for the grant money. 
 
RFP Cemetery Consultant – Bid results 
The Village received two bids for Cemetery Consultant. EDR and Clinton Brown each sent a sealed bid to 
the Village and opened on Friday, June 12

th
 at 2:00 PM. The Cemetery Committee is reviewing the bids.   

 
Cohen Law Group sent a letter to the Village regarding the bid by Charter communications to Acquire 
Time Warner Cable and how it will impact our municipality. They would like to offer a free legal 
assessment of our current franchise agreement with Time Warner.  
 
Village Board decided to send the current franchise agreement to Attorney Langey for his review. 
 
NYS Deferred Comp Plan  
This plan is no cost to the Village. Dennis Hebert will review.  
  
Third, Balsam and Hiawatha Trail Drainage Improvements 
Dunn & Sgromo Engineers sent a letter dated June 11, 2015 to the Village regarding this project. In part 
the letter stated” As we close out this project, this is a summary of the engineering cost- budget for 
surveying, design and bidding of the project plus expenses and $17,000 plus expenses for construction 
phase service with the anticipation that the project would only require part-time inspection and be 
completed within 90 days. Our billing for the surveying, design and bidding totaled $96,327.50 plus 
expenses of $ 1,573.39. To date, we have incurred cost associated to the construction phase services of 
$ 73,468.75 for labor and $1,589.58 for reimbursable expenses.” 
 



 

The letter outlined various portions of the project which were not anticipated in the original budget. Dunn 
& Sgromo agreed to reduce the total bill for labor related to construction phase services from $ 73,468.75 
to $ 45, 011.83. This will give the Village a credit of $ 30,046.10, leaving a balance of $30,000 for labor 
and $ 1,361.10 for reimbursable expenses for a total amount due of $31,361.10. 
 
The Village Board discussed this letter and the request for $ 31,361.10 and agreed to pay this amount 
due to all the unexpected issues with the project.  
 
Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Kochan, to pay $31,361.10 to Dunn & Sgromo 
Engineers. Motion Passed. This invoice will be supported by a final settlement letter signed by Dunn & 
Sgromo and Mayor White.  
 
IMA-Nate Stevens- Representative from Onondaga County Parks to discuss the possible “ Card 
activated Gate Left “ project called “ Marina Gate Island with Road Improvements.”   
    
No one present from the County tonight. Will be on the next agenda. 
 
 
DPW STATS 
Trustee Gaetano gave the following recap of DPW : 
 
12 UFPO’s marked 
7 Sewer Maintenance Calls handled by County 
No Sewer Repairs  
No banner pole or sign requests  
Park Request Friday evening worship 6:30-7:30 Liverpool First United Methodist Church June 19

th
 – 

September 4
th
.  June 19

th
 is reserved. The Village Clerk’s office will check with the Church to see if the 

bathrooms need to be opened, if so, the charge will be $ 25.00 each week for bathrooms. 
 
 
 
POLICE STATS 
Trustee Rosier read the following STATS for the police department: 
 
196  Traffic Stops 
144  Traffic tickets issued 
08  Accidents investigated  
01  Parking Tickets issued 
129  Residential Property Checks 
478  Incidents  
 
CODES STATS 
Trustee Rosier presented the Codes STATS  to the Board for their review.  
 
 
Trustee Hebert presented the following Financial Reports: 
 
Trustee Hebert moved and Trustee Kochan seconded the approval of Abstract # 13 , claims 718-752 in 
the amount of $54,352.24,8 for General Fund, and Abstract # 1, claims 1-25 General Fund, CM Fund 
Abstract # 13, Claim # 749 in the amount of $1,092.00 and HD Fund Abstract # 1, claim # HD-26 in the 
amount of $ 31,361.10. Motion Passed. 
 
Transfers 
Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Rosier, to approve the transfers numbered on 
the budget journal from 484-609 Motion Passed. 
 



 

Executive Session  

Motion was made by Trustee Kochan, seconded by Trustee Rosier, to move into executive session for 

the purpose of possible litigation and contract negotiation.  Attorney Langey, Chief Morris and Clerk 

Treasurer Mary Ellen Sims were invited into the executive session. Motion Passed. 

Motion was made by Trustee Rosier, seconded by Trustee Hebert, to move out of executive session. 

Motion Passed. 

Adjournment 

Motion was made by Trustee Kochan, seconded by Trustee Hebert to adjourn the meeting. Meeting was 

adjourned at 8:25 PM. Motion Passed. 

 

 

Mary Ellen Sims 
Village Clerk Treasurer 


