
 

 

  

A regular meeting of the Village of Liverpool Board of Trustees was held on Monday, April 13
th
,  2015 at 

7:00 PM at 310 Sycamore Street, Liverpool, NY 

 
Present: Gary White   Mayor 
  Nick Kochan   Deputy Mayor  
  Jim Rosier   Trustee 
  Dennis Hebert  Trustee 
  Robert Gaetano  Trustee 
  Wendy Reese   Attorney 
  Mary Ellen Sims  Village Clerk  
 
 
          
Mayor White called the meeting to order at 7:00  PM and all those present joined in the pledge of 
allegiance. 
 
Residents wishing to speak 
Don Fellows asked about information being put on the website and Facebook. He asked is Facebook was 
the official Village posting site. Mayor White responded that The Village of Liverpool Website is the official 
posting site. 
 
He also stated that he received un numbered Orange stickers from Nichols. Clerk Sims responded that 
the Clerk’s office was waiting for a shipment of stickers and that the office has an emergency supply of un 
numbered stickers. The un-numbered stickers are still recorded in the same way as the numbered 
stickers and only used in emergency situations. 
 
Nick Ciotti, 416 Third Street, asked when the Cross walk signs will be reinstalled. Mayor White responded 
that the Village was waiting for the final snow of the season. Mr. Ciotti stated that no one stops for 
pedestrians in the cross walks. Mayor White responded  that educating the public regarding right of way 
in the crosswalks is important. Chief Morris stated that he would reach out to the press to put an article in 
the paper regarding right of way in the cross walks.  
 
A resident asked when the parking lanes in front of 800 Fourth Street would be re-paved. The contractor 
working on the Fourth Street Project used that area as a staging area. 
 
Trustee Kochan stated that he would check with the contractor and he also asked DPW to check into it. 
 
Presentation of Revised RFP for Cemetery- James Farrell 
James Farrell appeared before the Board, representing the Cemetery Committee, to brief the Board on 
the Revised RFP for the Consultant for Developing the Project Scope, bid documents, funding Applicants 
and Long Term Maintenance plan.  
 
Mr. Farrell announced that the NYS Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation has 
recommended to the Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation that the Liverpool 
Cemetery be listed on the NYS Register of Historic Places and nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places. If the keeper of the National Register approves the nomination, the property will be listed 
on the National Register. 
 
The RFP project is on time and projections are that the work will be completed by Summer 2016. This 
Revised RFP  is in draft form but input is needed from the Village Attorney. Mr. Farrell asked if preliminary 
approval could be made on this RFP based on the approval by the attorney. 
 
Peter Osborne did a critical review of this RFP and 95 % is complete on the RFP and the final will be 



 

 

based on input from the Village Attorney.  
 
Motion was made by Trustee Kochan, seconded by Trustee Hebert to grant formal preliminary approval 
of the Revised RFP for consultant for Developing Project Scope, Bid Documents, Funding Applications 
and Long Term Plan for the Restoration and Preservation of Liverpool Cemetery  subject to revuew if the 
Attorney. Motion Passed. 
 
Trustee Kochan commented that whatever we spend from this point forward could be reimbursed by 
grants. 
 
Lisa Ducette Request approval to cut down a tree in the Village Right of Way at 710 Balsam Street 
Lisa Ducette would like to cut down a small tree in the Village right of way at her home, located at 710 
Balsam Street, so that they may widen their driveway. Bill Reagan stated that there is no issue with the 
driveway permit. The sewer lateral has been marked. The sewer vent, however, will be in the driveway 
and that could be an issue.  Lisa Ducette asked for guide in deciding what type of tree to replant. She will 
contact DPW for guide. 
 
Ms. Ducette is aware that there could be an issue with the sewer vent being in the driveway. 
 
Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Rosier, to approve the removal of the small 
tree in the Village right of way at 710 Balsam Street and that a tree, as recommended by the Village DPW 
will be planted to replace the tree removed. Motion Passed. 
 
Nate Stevens- Representative from Onondaga County Parks to discuss the possible “ Card 
activated Gate Left “ project called “ Marina Gate Island with Road Improvements.”   
    
Nate Stevens, representing Onondaga County Parks, appeared before the Board to discuss the possible 
“ Card Activated Gate Lift” project. The lift gate would be located at the end of Vine Street, near the East 
trail to control traffic entering the trail for access to the marina and to collect user fees for the boat launch 
and marina. 
 
The County would need to widen the road by 10 ft and push the sidewalk back towards the County Parks 
building, with part of this proposal being on Village owned property. The lift gate and island would be 
positioned so vehicles inadvertently entering that area can use the parks department parking lot for a 
turn-around. The road would be 31 feet wide with a 4 foot sidewalk. The lift gate arms would be 24 feet in 
total- 12 ft each. Walkers would still be able to get by, but not vehicles. 
 
The lift gate would be controlled with card access or keypad entry. The outflow is a magnetic sensor 
which would lift the gate when a vehicle approaches.  
 
Mr. Stevens explained that this proposed project will be in front of the County Legislators tomorrow ( April 
14

th
) for approval of funds for the project.  The County would like to widen Vine Street late April or early 

May and actually drop in the gate in early June.  The project projected cost is $65,000.  
 
How the area will be plowed has not yet been determined. County will talk to Bill Asmus regarding 
plowing.  
 
Mayor White asked if there were any questions:  
Don Fellows stated that he lives in that area and he doesn’t see a problem with cars entering the 
parkway. A resident in that area also stated that she did not see a problem in that area with cars entering 
the parkway. If the car does try to enter the parkway, the person quickly turns around in her driveway.  
 
Trustee Gaetano stated that he feels the proposal may be overkill and personally , has not seen an issue 
in that area. 
 
Trustee Rosier stated that he has no opinion yet about the project. He feels more information is needed. 



 

 

Trustee Hebert stated that for the past 10 years , he has not seen a problem. He questioned the need for 
it. 
 
Nate Stevens stated that a few dozen vehicles try to get through that area every day. The area has no 
vehicle access. 
 
Trustee Kochan asked if there will still be a need for a harbor master. Mr Stevens replied that there will 
still need to be a harbor master and that this project is an update to customer service. 
 
Mayor White noted that there has just recently been discovered a storm sewer that failed in that area and 
that perhaps the Village and County could share the cost for repair, with the approval of this project.  
Mayor White commented that he finds it hard to believe that the County would spend money, unless the 
project was not important and that the Village may benefit from this project with help to repair the storm 
sewer. He feels that this proposed project is not a negative to the Village. 
 
Joe Ostuni, Chairman of the Planning Board, feels that there is no problem with the proposed project.  
 
The Village Board will reserve final approval until the surveys are completed and submitted to the Village. 
 
 
Public hearing Local Law B-2015 “ A local Law to amend Chapter 258 (Noise) of the Code of the 
Village of Liverpool for April 13

th
 at 7:01 PM 

Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Kochan, to open the  public hearing Local 
Law B-2015 “ A local Law to amend Chapter 258 (Noise) of the Code of the Village of Liverpool. Motion  
Passed. 
 
The proposed local law to amend the Noise Ordinance has been reviewed by the Planning board and the 
Village board. Each of the boards, as well as Bill Reagan, codes Officer has proposed some possible 
changes to the draft law that is subject to public hearing tonight. 
 
Mayor White asked the Board for their comments or concerns: 
 
Trustee Rosier commented that he ahs reviewed 36 ordinances from NYS Towns and Villages. He has a 
concern regarding two issues with the proposed new law (1) the 30 minute average time and (2) that the 
noise would be measured from the point on the property line of the complaining property owner. 
 
Chief Morris commented that the majority of the time, if there is a noise complaint, a visit from the police 
department telling the person to lower the noise volume is enough to take care of the issue. He stated 
that 90% of the time the noise problem is taken care of through a visit, He did state that the Village does 
need some type of revision on the existing noise ordinance.  
 
Mayor White stated that the Village hired a noise expert, Jeff Reed, and that he conducted various noise 
level testing at different locations throughout the Village and made recommendations based on that. 
Mayor White asked what is the appropriate noise level with ambient noise and he suggested that the 
Village change the section of where measurements for noise should be taken, He suggested that the 
measurement be made from the source property line.  
 
The other board members agreed that the measurement should be from the source property line. 
 
Christine Stevens, JGB sent a letter to the Board recapping four issues they have with the proposed law: 

(1) Decibel level- they feel that the levels are too high Proposed decibel levels are 75 during the day 
and 70 at night. JGB feels that 60 during the day, with a maximum of 65 and 55-60 at night. 

(2) 30 minute measurement requirement – This should be eliminated 
(3) Where noise is measured- They feel that the noise should be measured at the property line of the 

source of the noise. 
(4) Waivers- This section needs greater scrutiny. 



 

 

Christine also urged the Board to review the Comprehensive Plan and to encourage the Planning Board 
members to review it. 
 
Mayor White recapped all issues of concerns to date, which are: 
 Decibel Levels 
 Where to Measure Noise from 
 30 minute  measurement 
 The law must be enforceable 
 Law needs to be very specific 
  
Joe Ostuni, Planning Board Chairman, commented on behalf of the Planning Board: 

(1) Looked at existing law and commented that it could use updating 
(2) Noise Ordinance must take into account all different zones 
(3) Basin Block is commercial and mixed use development and is a noisier section of the Village 
(4) There is data that supports a decibel level of 75 
(5) Should take into account different zones 

Bill Reagan, Codes Officer commented that the noise ordinance could have different levels in different 
zoning areas. 
 
Mayor White stated that if we find that the new law needs some adjustment, the Village could go back 
and adjust it. He feels that we should eliminate the 30 minute measurement requirement, noise should be 
measured at the property line of the source of the noise, there should be double decibel levels for day 
and night.  
 
Proposed changes to the local law are as follows: 
 Under Section 258-6 – change complaining property owner to source property line 
 B. Sound is excess of 70 DBA to 65 DBA 
 Eliminate – over a half hour period. 
 
The Village Board will have to re-introduce the local law at the next meeting and call a public hearing for 
May 18

th
 at 7:01 PM. 

 
Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Gaetano, to close the public hearing on Local 
Law B- 2015. Motion Passed 
 
Motion was made by Trustee Kochan, seconded by Trustee Rosier, to re-introduce Local Law B- 2015 as 
amended and to call a public hearing for Local Law B- 2015 for May 18

th
 at 7:01 PM. Motion Passed. 

 
 
 
 
Public hearing Local Law C-2015 “ A local law to enact the Village of Liverpool Computer System 
Security Breach Notification  Policy” for April 13

th
 at 7:02 PM. 

Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Kochan, to open the public hearing Local Law 
C-2015 “ A local law to enact the Village of Liverpool Computer System Security Breach Notification  
Policy”. Motion Passed. 
 
Attorney Wendy Reese explained that this local law is a model law that needs to be adopted by 
municipalities. The Computer System Security Breach Notification Policy is intended to establish 
procedures to follow in the event a person(s) has acquired without valid authorization, private information 
of individuals from the records of the Village of Liverpool and to alert said individuals to any potential 
identity theft as quickly as possible so that they make take appropriate steps to protect themselves from 
and remedy any impacts of the potential identity theft or security breach.  
 
Mayor White asked for any comments and hearing non, he asked for a motion to close the public hearing. 
 



 

 

Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Rosier, to close the public hearing. Motion 
Passed. 
 
Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Gaetano, to adopt Local Law C , which now 
becomes Local Law 2 – 2015 “ A local law to enact the Village of Liverpool Computer System Security 
Breach Notification Policy.” Motion Passed. 
 
Public hearing for 2015- 2016 Village Budget for April 13

th
 at 7:03 PM. 

Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Rosier,  to open the public hearing for the 
2015- 2016 Village of Liverpool budget. Motion Passed. 
 
Clerk Treasurer Mary Ellen Sims presented the 2015- 2016 Tentative Budget to the Board as follows: 
Current tax rate - $ 12.25 per thousand   Proposed tax rate ( 1.64% increase) --- $ 12.45 per thousand 
Sewer Rate - $ 150.00 per unit   Proposed Sewer Rate-- $ 130.00 per unit  
 
The above change in tax rate would result in $1,536,365.00 tax dollars collected 
Budget highlights: 
Police Car Purchase  $ 30,000 
Bob Cat net $ 29, 500 cost ( this includes the trade in value that the Village would receive)  
Raises only for union workers/ raises still need to be determined for non- union workers 
Inter fund transfers are as listed: 
 $75,000 from Capital Drainage Project to pay for bond principal payment due 
 $ 12, 260 from Parks to help pay for improvements to Johnson Park  
 $ 22,160.00 from Gleason Mansion to pay for all expenses in budget for Gleason  
 $ 16,100 from Cemetery Reserve to pay for Cemetery Expenses. 
 
This budget, if adopted, would take $ 100,032 from General Fund Unexpended fund balance and $ 35, 
335 from Sewer Fund Unexpended Fund Balance to balance the budgets. The money taken from 
General Fund Unexpended fund balance would be used for capital purchase and capital projects the 
money taken from Sewer Fund Unexpended fund balance would be for the purpose of reducing the sewer 
rent fees and to use some excess funds in the unexpended fund balance.  
 
Mayor White asked if there were any questions or comments and one Village resident commented that 
they were happy that their tax bills were not going up. 
 
Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Kochan, to close the public hearing on the 
2015- 2016 Budget. Motion Passed. 
 
Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Kochan, to adopt the 2015- 2016 Village of 
Liverpool Budget and the following resolution was passed: 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees did receive on March 16,2015  a tentative General Fund Budget and 

Sewer Fund Budget for the 2015-2016 Village fiscal year and   

WHEREAS, a public hearing  on such budget was held on April 13,2015 now, thereby, be it 

RESOLVED, that the General Fund Budget in the amount of $2,394,894.27; and Sewer Fund Budget in 

the amount of $ 199,000 for a total budget of $2,593,894.27 , utilizing $100,012.00 from unexpended fund 

balance to be used for capital purchases of a police vehicle for $ 30,000 and the purchase of a Bob Cat 

for $29,500 and to help defray cost of pension is  hereby is adopted setting a tax rate of $12.45 per 

thousand of assessed valuation and setting sewer rates at $_130.00__ per unit 

 

 



 

 

 
Appoint Election Inspectors for Village election to be held June 16, 20115 
Motion was made by Trustee Kochan, seconded by Trustee Hebert, to appoint Russ Tarby, Chairman of 
Elections, Betty Marks and Sandra Lovell as Election Inspectors. Motion Passed 
 
 
Resolution for Village Election 

WHEREAS, the Village of Liverpool hereby passes the following resolution: 

The polling place for the General Village Election to be held on Tuesday June 16th 2015 shall be located 

at the Village Hall, 310 Sycamore Street, Liverpool, New York: 

That the hours for voting on the date of the General Village Election held on June 16th, 2015 shall 

commence at the hour of 12:00 noon on said day and continue until the hour of 9:00 PM, local time on 

said day. 

Resolution Passed 
 
 
 
Request to use the Village Hall for Republican Caucus on April 27

th
 at 7:00 PM 

Motion was made by Trustee Rosier, seconded by Trustee Gaetano, to approve use of the Village Hall for 
the Republican Caucus on April 27

th
 at 7:00 PM. Motion Passed. 

 
 
Update on Lake Drive/ South Willow Easement 
Bob Ventre, Attorney representing Liverpool Properties LLC. Approached the Board regarding the Village 
owned 40 foot easement strip that runs along Lake Drive. The Village owns a 40 foot strip along Lake 
Drive and a 20 foot strip that runs from South Willow. 
 
Attorney Ventre complained to the Trustees that that the Village has stalled progress on plans for Basin 
Block improvements. Liverpool Properties, owned by Val LaMont, owns several Basin Block parcels 
including the White Water Pub and Limp Lizard Barbecue. Lamont has proposed the construction of a 
new mid-block parking lot to be shared by Limp Lizard and White Water Pub. Drainage is a major concern 
in that area. Mr. Ventre said that the inaction of the Village Board to grant permission to put drainage 
piped along the easement has stalled progress. 
 
Mayor White commented that the Village has been waiting for a formal request from Val Lamont for a 
drainage pipe easement. Mayor White stated that this has been on the Village agenda since last 
September.  
 
Attorney Ventre stated that litigation against the Village remains a possibility.  
 
Mayor White stated that the Planning Board and Village Board have supported all the developers on the 
Basin Block. These developers include Liverpool Properties, John Gormel, who owns the Barking Gull at 
116 South Willow Street and JGB properties, who have proposed a major mixed – use developemt along 
lower Frist Street and South Willow. 
 
Mayor White stated that the Village board would be more than willing to hold a special meeting  if needed, 
regarding this issue. 
 
209 Alder Street Update 
On Monday March 16 2015, the Village Board held a hearing on the demolition of 209 Alder Street for 
unsafe conditions. The property owner of said premise was not at the public hearing that night. The 



 

 

Village Board passed a resolution that the Code Enforcement Officer was authorized and directed to 
obtain estimates of the cost of making the Premise safe and secure or , in the alternative, estimates for 
the demolition and removal of the building was authorized.  
 
Code Officer Reagan obtained 3 quotes and chose a contractor, however the process is being held up 
due to the Department of Labor Asbestos Notification process. Codes Officer Reagan stated that he was 
hopeful the property would be demolished this week. Cost for removal is $ 26,000 and the bill will be sent 
to the bank, Nationstar Mortgage. 
 
Discussion on Tax Cap/ Tax Freeze Credit 
Mayor White explained that the Village passes a tax cap limit law every year as a precaution for going 
over the tax cap limit, which is the lesser of 2% or the allowable inflation figure. This year the allowable 
inflation percent is 1.68 %.  
 
In order for Village residents to qualify for a tax freeze credit, the Village must override the tax cap limit 
law and stay within the allowable tax levy limit or the allowable inflation percent ( 1.68% ). 
 
Mayor White feels that we should not override the tax cap law, as the tax freeze credit is about $20.00 per 
household and that the potential for going over the allowed limit would result in a big penalty. 
 
Village Wide Garage Sale May 8

th
, 9

th
 and 10

th
  

 
 
DPW STATS 
Trustee Gaetano gave the following recap of DPW : 
Plant Sale in Johnson Park approved for May 9

th
 sponsored by Liverpool First United Methodist Church 

Movie Nights sponsored by FunFlicks Tuesday and Thursday nights July 7 to Aug 27
th
 in Johnson Park 

approved  and Movie Night on May 22 ( rain date May 24
th) 

 sponsored by Fun Flicks in Johnson Park 
approved 
 
 
POLICE STATS 
Trustee Rosier read the following STATS for the police department: 
 
203  Traffic Stops 
153  Traffic tickets issued 
0  DWI arrests 
07  Accidents investigated  
25  Parking Tickets issued 
200  Residential Property Checks 
404  Incidents  
 
Permission was granted for Officer Sturtz to carry six vacation days into next fiscal year. 
 
CODES STATS 
Trustee Rosier presented the Codes STATS  to the Board for their review.  
 
 
Trustee Hebert presented the following Financial Reports: 
 
Trustee Hebert moved and Trustee Kochan seconded the approval of the Abstract # 11 , claims 612-657 
in the amount of $55,115.09. Motion Passed. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Transfers  

From To Amount Number 

    

A1380.4 A1325.1 600.00 1 

A9030.8 A1325.1 1714.00 2 

A1325.45 A1325.42 75.00 3 

A1620.21 A1620.12 264.47 4 

A1620.21 A1620.412 1360.00 5 

A3620.493 A3620.495 43.34 6 

A5112.1 A5010.4 165.14 7 

A5010.2 A5010.43 38.51 8 

A8810.4R A5110.1 921.40 9 

A8810.12 A5110.1 2000.00 10 

A5110.45 A5110.48 213.86 11 

A5410.1 A5142.13 1100.00 12 

A9030.8 A5142.13 857.16 13 

A7110.1 A5142.41 1.25 14 

A7110.11 A5142.41 2000.00 15 

A5142.2 A5142.44 228.37 16 

A7510.45 A7510.43 7.75 17 

A8175.4 A8510.4R 60.00 18 

 

Above Transfers approved  

Monthly Report of the Treasurer was presented to the Board for their review.  

Minutes  
Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Rosier, to approve the minutes of March 16

th
   

2015.  Motion Passed. 
 
Executive Session 
Motion was made by Trustee Rosier, seconded by Trustee Gaetano, to move into executive session for 
the purpose of possible litigation. Motion Passed. 
 
Motion was made by Trustee Kochan, seconded by Trustee Rosier, to move out of executive session. 
Motion Passed. 
 
Adjournment 

Motion was made by Trustee Hebert, seconded by Trustee Kochan, to adjourn the meeting. Meeting was 

adjourned at 9:45 PM. Motion Passed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary Ellen Sims 
Village Clerk Treasurer 



 

 

 


